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SUB J : INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS: OFDA DIRECTOR 

MARTINDELL 

REF: BUCHAREST 7037 

THE EMBASSY HAD HOPED THAT PLANS FOR OFDA DIRECTOR MARTINDELL'S 
PROGRAM IN ROMANIA ASSOCIATED WITH THE USG EARTHQUAKE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM MIGHT HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE COURSE OF AMBASSADOR 
BARNES' CONSULTATIONS IN WWASHINGTON, SEPT. 26-28. SINCE THAT 
WAS NOT POSSIBLE. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING DEPARTMENT'S 
REACTIONS TO THE PLANS AS PROPOSED INFORMALLY IN REFTEL. 

ALTHOUGH THE ROMANIAN OFFICIALS WITH WHOM WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE 
MARTINDELL PROGRAM HAVE BEEN VERY WELL DISPOSED, AND WE HAVE 
EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT A USEFUL SERIES OF ACTIVITIES CAN 
BE ARRANGED, TIME WILL BE REQUIRED TO MAKE THE FORMAL ARRANGEMENTS. 
THE ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT TENDS TO MOVE RATHER SLOWLY. THAT BEING 

THE CASE, THE SOONER WE CAN BEGIN MAKING CONCRETE PROPOSALS TO 
THE APPROPRIATE GOR OFFICIALS, THE BETTER WILL BE THE FINAL 
RESULT. 

BARNES 
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